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Key/Glossary

 
Furry fandom 
The furry community. 

Furry/furries 
Members of the community.  

Fursona 
The character or avatar used by the furry, with animal features e.g. ears, 
eyes, tails.  

Fursuit 
An expensive, full-body suit depicting the fursona. Most furries don’t have 
these but can wear accessories such as ears or tails.  

Greymuzzle 
Furries who have been in the fandom for longer or are older in age than the 
average furry.  

Subjective Age 
How young or old the furry feels compared to their actual age. 
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Furry Fandom
 
The furry fandom is a sub-culture interested in anthropomorphic animal characters 
with human personalities and characteristics. The ‘furry fandom’ refers to the 
community of people that gather on the Internet and furry conventions and participate 
in the sub-culture.  

Individual members are known as ‘furries’. Characters or avatars created and used by a 
member are referred to as ‘fursonas’ and these are used a form of self-expression and 
creativity. The ‘fursonas’ often embody characteristics desired by the member.  

‘Fursonas’ are used for roleplaying in multi-user domains/dungeons (MUDs), in internet 
forums or instant messaging platforms.  

Many instances of RP in text chats work like emojis, as in *hugs you* or *nods* to indicate 
the difference between spoken words and actions. 

Furry culture can be sexualised, and some forums and conventions (real life meetings) 
can include adult content.   

However, in general, members participate in a range of activities within their community 
such as drawing character art, dressing up in ‘fursuits’, or creating their own ‘fursonas’ 
without sexual connotations.  Whilst concerns have been raised about the potential for 
children and young people to be exploited in these environments, such cases are rare.  Some furry fans create and 

wear costumes called “fursuits” 
depicting their characters.
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Popularity

That said, it is important to be aware of the risks associated with 
special interest groups.  A mutual interest can build an instant 
rapport, and this can feel like real friendship, especially when the 
group is considered niche. Regardless of the rapport, such people 
do in essence remain strangers and therefore a risk of exploitation 
remains. 

 
TikTok furries’ like Pyxe (195,000 followers), Halfy (119,000 followers), 
and Barry Angel Dragon (98,000 followers) have contributed to the rising 
popularity in the furry culture. 

Pyxe (a TikTok creator) claimed his followers are between the ages of 13 
and 18, and that most of them are female.  

 

In the News

In 2016/17 eight people were arrested 
in Pennsylvania and Virginia, USA, 
during an investigation into ‘furry 
party’ abuse ring that started in 
relation to the alleged sexual abuse of 
an underage boy by eight individuals, 
some of whom wore costumes and 
were members of the furry fandom.  
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Demographic Findings  Source: FurScience

In addition to the actual age, findings were published 
on the ‘subjective’ age of the furry population (i.e. the 
extent to which furries feel younger or older than they 
actually are).

The term ‘greymuzzle’ is given to furries who have been 
in the fandom for longer or are older in age than the 
average furry.  
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Demographic Findings  Source: FurScience

Findings on furry community members with disabilities 
showed that a ‘fursona’ can be used to deal with a 
condition and hide it during interactions. 

Using a ‘fursona’ helps overcome limits in interaction 
for many members with a disability and help ‘forget’ 
one’s condition. 

Furry community and Autism 

Research conducted in Furry Conventions in the US by Duquesne 
University Assistant Psychology Professor Dr. Elizabeth Fein and 
researchers from FurScience has indicated that around 10-15% of 
Furries have been diagnosed or self-identify as being on 
the autism spectrum. 

Benefits of belonging to the furry fandom and communicating 
through ‘fursonas’ include:  

Builds self-esteem. 

Lessening anxiety. 

Fursuits acting as “sensory buffers” (offer narrowed, controlled 
environments that are protective against sensory overload). 

Makes interacting with others easier through use of motor skills 
common to characters rather non-verbal social skills and eye-
contact.

A sense of supportive community with a niche interest (having a 
shared interest removes the pressure to engage in 
small talk).  
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Testimonials

 
An article by Rolling Stone on the increased popularity 
of Furries in Generation Z described a nine-year old girl 
who is shy and socially withdrawn and who keeps a careful 
distance from others. However, when this little girl ‘becomes’ 
Emily the Deer and puts on her pink head with zebra stripes, 
white tufts of hair and antlers, she becomes animated and 
sociable.  

 

A study conducted at the annual Anthrocon convention 
in Pittsburgh followed 22-year-old Travis Latkowski who was 
diagnosed with autism while in middle school. 

He claims that ‘becoming’ Silva, an icy blue, arctic sabre cat 
helps him feel comfortable in social interactions.  

 

The fursuit of Silva acts like a weighted blanket and 
helps shield Travis from sensory overload caused by 
bright or loud surroundings. 

The fursuit and the mask removes social cues, 
non-verbal communication, and the need for eye 
contact in conversations as furries communicate with 
exaggerated gestures which are easier for 
Travis to interpret.   

Source: Sarah Boden / 90.5 WESA News
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Risks Identified
 
The creation of a ‘fursona’ could blur the line between the self and the 
created self. 

The ‘subjective’ age of the furry could lead to misunderstanding during 
online chats. 

It is unclear whether online communication is moderated or where this takes 
place. Even if the forum is moderated, the conversations could be moved to different 
platforms (e.g WhatsApp) with encryption features.  

It is important to be aware of the risks associated with special interest groups.  A 
mutual interest can build an instant rapport, and this can feel like real friendship, 
especially when the group is considered niche. Regardless of the rapport, such 
people do in essence remain strangers and therefore a risk of exploitation remains.  
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Tips for Parents and Professionals
 
Engage in conversation about what a furry is and what is enjoyable about the 
community. 

Familiarise yourself with forums and discuss online safety with children such as 
how people online may not be who they say they are, not to share any personal 
information and to ask for help from a trusted adult if worried or uncomfortable with 
any online material or interaction.   

Approach the interest with no judgement and ask questions about the ‘slang’ used or 
the content they are engaged in to start a conversation. 

Join parent groups and follow Fur Science and other Furry resources. It’s important 
to engage with their parental content to increase familiarity and understanding to 
relate with a child with an interest in the furry community and have open discussions. 

To Signup to the Safeguarding Hub for more alerts like this, press here.
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Other Useful Links

Go to Website Go to Website

Go to Website

Furscience is the public face of the International 
Anthropomorphic Research Project (IARP), a 
multidisciplinary team of scientists studying the
furry fandom.

The Online Safety Centre is designed to provide you 
with information and advice that is easy to access 
and simple to understand. 

A YouTube channel with information on the furry 
community and parental information. 

Furscience Ineqe Safety Centre

Culturally F’d Youtube
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